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Autumn  weather  once  inspired  an  unknown  poet 
and  then  it  snew,  and  then  it  friz,  and  then  it  thew. "    Judging  from  the  mail 
coming  in  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  many  homemakers  aren't  a  bit 
happy  about  that  kind  of  autumn  weather,  and  what  it  does  to  their  family's 
|i  .precious  shoes  and  overshoes. 

Here's  a  letter  asking  how  to  dry  wet  shoes  so  they  won't  be  stiff . ..here' s 
another  letter,  about  taking  care  of  overshoes  and  rubbers. . .and  a  third  writer 
wants  to  know  how  to  waterproof  shoes.    Today  the  scientists  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  are  going  to  help  these  homemakers  solve  thei r  wet-weather  problems. 

Many  mothers  will  probably  share  the  feelings  of  the  woman  who  wrote  this 
first  letter:    "No  matter  what  I  say,  my  children  always  manage  to  oome  home  every 
so  often  with  their  feet  soaking  wet.    Is  there  some  way  of  drying  shoes  so  they 
won't  get  hard  and  stiff?" 

The  leather  specialists  of  the  Department  of  Agi culture  provide  the  answer 
to  this  question.    They  say  wet  shoes  need  to  be  handled  gently  and  dried  slowly. 
First  clean  the  wet  shoes  carefully  with  tepid  water.    Then  oil  them — castor  oil 
ie  good  for  this  purpose.    Put  it  on  a  soft  cloth  and  rub  it  on  the  shoes  lightly 
and  evenly. at  first,  then  rub  it  in  well.    Try  not  to  use  too  much  oil,  or  the 
shoes  will  be  sticky  when  they're  dry.    After  you've  oiled  the  shoes,  straighten 
them,  press  them  gently  into  shape,  and  stuff  them  with  crumpled  paper.  Then 
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set  the  shoes  in  a  place  that  isn't  too  warm,  and  let  them  dry  slowly. 

Be  sure  the  shoes  are  thoroughly  dried  out  before  you  wear  them.    It's  a 
good  idea  to  polish  them  once  or  twice  "before  wearing. 

Wet  leather  is  soft,  and  easily  damaged  by  heat.     So  remember  these  don' tst 
Don't  stretch  wet  shoes.    Don't  put  wet  shoes  in  heat  hotter  than  your  hand  can 
bear,., that  means,  keep  your  feet  off  hot  radiators,  steam  pipes  or  stoves  when 
your  shoes  are  wet.    Don't  dry  wet  shoes  fast.    If  you  do,  the  shoes  may  shrink 
and  harden,  and  lose  their  shape.    Sometimes  the  sole  may  even  crack  and  fall 
out  in  pieces. 

That  should  answer  the  "wet  shoes"  question.    Now  for  the  next  one:  "Can 
you  please  tell  me  how  to  take  care  of  overshoes  and  rubbers,  to  make  them  last 
longer?" 

The  home  economists  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  have  the  answer  to 
this  question.    They  say  you  can  prolong  the  life  of  rubber  footwear  by  keeping 
it  away  from  light,  heat,  and  grease.    Keep  rubbers  and  overshoes  in  a  dry,  dark, 
cool  pin cr  when  they're  not  in  use.    When  you're  wearing  them,  keep  your  feet 
away  from  heat  and  grease,  if  you  can.      Heat  weakens  and  cracks  rubber  and  makes 
it  sticky. ..  sunlight  combines  two  enemies  of  rubber — heat  and  light.    Oil,  grease, 
and  tar  make  rubber  swell  and  get  weak,  so  if  you  get  them  on  rubber  footwear, 
rencve  them  quickly.    Use  soap  and  warm  water,  or  wipe  quickly  with  dry  cleaning 
bid,    But  dry  cleaning  fluid  weakens  rubber,  too,  so  don't  leave  it  in  contact 
•th  the  rubber  for  more  than  a  minute  or  two. 

If  you  have      pair  of  summer  rubbers  you're  not  going  to  be  using,  wash 
■en  with  water  and  soap,  dry  with  a  cloth,  stuff  them  with  crumpled  paper,  and 
;°re  them  in  a  dark,   cool  place. 

Now  for  the  last  question  today:     "Is  it  possible  to  waterproof  shoes?  Do 
N  advise  it?" 
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This  is  another  question  for  the  leather  specialists.     They  say  shoes  will 
probably  wear  longer  if  you  waterproof  them,  particularly  if  the  shoes  are  worn 
on  the  farm  or  in  a  forest  or  mine.    The  waterproofing  treatment  won't  take  the 
place  of  rubbers  or  overshoes,  hut  it  does  help  make  the  shoes  water-resistant 
for  some  time. 

Oiling  shoes  is  one  way  to  make  them  water-resistant.    You  can  use  caster 
oil,  neat's-foot  oil,  cod  oil,  tallow,  or  wool  grease.    Brush  the  shoes  thoroughly, 
then  warm  them  carefully,  hut  he  sure  you  don't  burn  them.    Next,  apply  the  warm 
oil  or  grease,  using  a  cloth  swab  or  the  palm  of  your  hand.    Work  the  oil  in 
thoroughly,  especially  where  the  sole  and  the  upper  part  of  the  shoe  are  joined, 
as  this  is  where  water  gets  through  most  often.    After  the  6hoes  are  oiled,  dry 
them  in  a  warm,  but  not  a  hot,  place. 

Another  simple  method  for  waterproofing  is  to  set  the  shoe  in  a  shallow 
pan  of  warm  grease  for  15  minutes.    Tor  this,  the  leather  specialists  suggest  a 
mixture  cf  2  ounces  of  beeswax  and  a  pound  of  petrolatum. ..  or  12  ounces  of  tallow 
and  4  ounces  of  cod  oil.    Be  sure  not  to  get  the  waterproofing  grease  on  rubber 
heels.    To  waterproof  shoes  with  rubber  heels,  put  the  warm  grease  in  a  pie  pan, 
and  set  the  shoe  over  the  edge  of  the  pan,  with  the  sole  inside  the  pan  and  tne 
heel  outside,  \ 

Well,  that's  all  the  questions  and  answers  this  time.    And  let's  hope 
today's  ideas  help  keep  a  good  many  feet  dry  and  comfortable  this  fall. 
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